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Recalling Facts:

1. How old is Michael Halsey?  (1pt.) ______________________________ .

2. Morgan Le Fay creates a whirlpool to trap Merlin and Michael.  What is special about the water?  (1 pt.)  ____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

3. What is the name of the bully at Michael's school?  (1pt.)  ______________________.

4. What subject does Mr. John Merlin teach? (1pt.)  ____________________________.

5. Circle the animals that Morgan Le Fay transforms herself into: (3 pts.)  

Hawk

Frog

Orange Cat

Raven

Bear

Cougar

6.  Which of the following character(s) has(have) time travelled to the present?  (2 pts.)

Merlin

Michael

Morgan Le Fay

King Arthur

Details and Descriptions:

7.  Give a detailed description of Morgan Le Fay's necklace (3 pts.)  _____________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.

8. Give a detailed description of the Questing Beast:  (5 pts.)  __________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

Critical Thinking:

9. Why did Michael help Trevor when Trevor was being bullied by the kids from the other school?  (3 pts.)  _______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ .

10.  Why is Merlin sometimes able to use magic and not able to use it at other times?  Explain your answer.  (3 pts.)  ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

11.  How could Michael have known that Morgan Le Fay was not the real Lady of the Lake and that the first  sword was not really Excalibur?  (2 pts.)  _______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.

12. Why does Morgan Le Fay want to kill Merlin and Michael? (2 pts.) ____________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________.

Prediction:

13.  Do you think that Michael will be able to go back to his normal life after everything that's happened?  (3 pts.)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

Reasoning:

14.  Is Merlin living backwards in the Prologue?  Explain your answer.  (2 pts.)  __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

ANSWER SHEET

READING COMPREHENSION TEST

MERLIN'S CANDLES

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS:  35

Recalling Facts:

6. How old is Michael Halsey?  (1pt.) ________12 years old________________ .

7. Morgan Le Fay creates a whirlpool to trap Merlin and Michael.  What is special about the water?  (1 pt.)  _______The water is from the Fountain of Youth. __________  ________________________________________________.

8. What is the name of the bully at Michael's school?  (1pt.)  ____Trevor________.

9. What subject does Mr. John Merlin teach? (1pt.)  ___Science_______________.

10. Underline the animals that Morgan Le Fay transforms herself into: (3 pts.)  

Hawk

Frog

Orange Cat

Raven

Bear
Cougar
NOTE:  ONE POINT IS GIVEN FOR NOT CHOOSING "ORANGE CAT".

6.  Which of the following character(s) has(have) time travelled to the present?  (2 pts.)

Merlin

Michael

Morgan Le Fay

King Arthur

Details and Descriptions:

7.   Give a detailed description of Morgan Le Fay's necklace (3 pts.)  _____________

 --  Golden serpent

--  silver fangs

--  encircling a "blood red stone" -- a ruby.

8.  Give a detailed description of the Questing Beast:  (5 pts.)  __________________

· head of a snake

· body of a leopard

· hind quarters like a lion

· feet like a deer (hart)

· 40 hounds (hunting dogs in its belly)

· (also acceptable) hunts in dreams / follows "dream scents"

Critical Thinking:

9.  Why did Michael help Trevor when Trevor was being bullied by the kids from the other school?  (3 pts.)  _______________________________________________

--  Michael helped Trevor because Merlin had told him that "If something's wrong, then it's wrong."  Michael is demonstrating that justice should be applied evenly.  If it is wrong to bully people, then it is also wrong for those other boys to bully Trevor (even though Trevor is a bully himself).  

10.  Why is Merlin sometimes able to use magic and not able to use it at other times?  Explain your answer.  (3 pts.)  ___________________________________________

· Merlin's Magical powers are defensive only.  He has power when he needs to protect or help others.  

· His powers get stronger the closer he is to Morgan Le Fay.

· Merlin himself wonders if "magic" has a balance like nature.  When there is evil magic  -- good magic must appear to balance it.

11.  How could Michael have known who was the real Lady of the Lake and which sword was the read Excalibur?  (2 pts.)  

If Michael had recognized Morgan Le Fay's necklace in time, he would have know that she was only pretending to be the Lady of the Lake.  He would have been able to recognize her by her distinctive necklace.  Only the real Lady of the Lake holds Excalibur, therefore, the sword Morgan Le Fay is holding up must be a fake.

12.  Why does Morgan Le Fay want to kill Merlin and Michael? (2 pts.) ____________

First, she desires revenge for the death of her father, and power for herself.    

Second, she represents the forces of "evil" ("chaos/war") in this telling of the legend and therefore seeks to destroy the forces of "good" ("justice/peace).
Prediction:

13.  Do you think that Michael will be able to go back to his normal life after everything that's happened?  (3 pts.)

Probably  not.

· He has walked through the fountain of youth and this may give him long life.

· He possesses Excalibur, the magical sword.

· He faces a tremendous responsibility as the next "king Arthur".

Bonus Question:

Is Merlin living backwards in the Prologue?  Explain your answer.  (2 pts.)  ________

Yes.  Merlin is living backwards.  

•  We know this because he says that this is the moment he's been waiting for:  one mistake and he could have a normal life.  

•  He seems to know what's going to happen in the future:  he knows that King Arthur will not be forgotten.  

•  Also, having read the whole novel, we know that Merlin was born in the future and has been living backwards since he stepped into the magic whirlpool when he was about 30 years old.

