2

	Language Arts - LESSON PLAN - gr. 6/7

	Name:
Linda MacDonald

Date: 
Nov. 28, 2003 (Thur.)
Time Period: 
10:30 to 11:50 am 


 
 
 (double lesson)

Grade: 
6/7/8

Subject: 
Language Arts    Topic: Fact vs. Fiction  (introduction to Arthurian Literature unit -- lead-in to report writing unit)  80 min. teaching time



	Knowledge/Skills/Attitude:
Knowledge: 
Student are familiar with narrative fiction (gr. 6) and imaginative writing (gr. 7)  

Skills:
Students will need to identify and analyze written material as to its fact/fiction content.  Students will begin to understand that certain writing/grammar skills cross writing styles.  They will also need to use reasoning  skills in order to separate factual details from figurative language.

Attitude:
Students will understand that they must pay attention as they read; they will begin to see that a reader's knowledge of the story grows as information is revealed.  They will begin to understand that good writers can bring skills acquired in one area of writing (narrative/imaginative -- i.e., plot structure and sequencing) to another area (expository -- i.e., reports, instructions).



	Curriculum Expectations:

Overall: 
Reading: 
- 
read a variety of fiction and non-fiction materials for different purposes.

Specific:
Reading: 
- 
identify and restate the main idea in a piece of writing, and cite supporting details;

· identify and describe some elements of stories 


 (e.g., plot, central idea, characters, setting);



	Materials/Resources:



•
selected excerpts from the videos:  The Sword in the Stone, Excalibur, The Young War Lord.



•
copies of the Irish Legend "The White Wolf" with reading comprehension questions.



•
paper/ticky tack for KWL chart.



	Instructional Strategies (Content & Process):

INTRODUCTION: 

The teacher will explain that this lesson will serve as an introduction to the upcoming unit.  The teacher will briefly review elements of fiction writing covered in class (plot, character, setting).  The teacher will ask students to identify the difference between the classifications:  myth and legend.  The teacher will guide the students to an understanding that a legend has a small amount of "truth" at its heart.

WHOLE CLASS ACTIVITY:

The teacher will ask the students to write on a piece of paper one thing that they know about the legend of King Arthur.  The students will stick their "knowledge" cards on the white board, creating the first component of a KWL chart.  The teacher will read the cards and invite the class to offer suggestions for the "what we would like to know" section.

Continues

	Instructional Strategies (Content & Process)  Continued:
VIDEO PRESENTATION:

The teacher will introduce and show three short clips.  The first will set up the "magical" elements inherent in the legend of King Arthur -- specifically the sword in the stone portion.  The second clip will show young Arthur's pulling the sword free and thereby ensuring his right to rule.  The third clip will show a completely realistic retelling of the "sword pulling" scene without any "magical" elements.

The teacher will follow the clips with a brief class discussion inviting students to generate their own "factual" suggestions for how The Sword in the Stone legend may have grown over time to become so embellished.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY:

The students will silently read the Irish Legend:  "The White Wolf" as per the teacher's instructions, noting the moment when they believe that "fact" turns into "fiction".  What is the "bit of truth" at the heart of this legend?

PAIR/SHARE ACTIVITY :  

The students will share their opinions about the legend with a partner.  The partners will discuss with one another the similarities and differences in their reactions to the legend.

WHOLE CLASS SHARING:

One person from each partner-group will share their own and their partner's opinions about the legend with the rest of the class.

	CONCLUSION:  

The teacher asks the students to offer examples of other legends that they have read and to identify the "bit of truth" inherent in them.  The teacher directs this discussion back to the original idea of looking for "facts" as we read -- even when we are reading "fiction".  The teacher leaves the class with the question:  can facts be made "interesting" through good command of writing skills?

Homework:  The students are asked to complete the reading comprehension questions that accompany the Irish Legend:  "The White Wolf".  The teacher reminds the class that this will be good practice for the Reading Comprehension portion of their upcoming exam.

Note:  the teacher will then release the class, one row at a time, to "lunch".



	Assessment Strategies:

A formative assessment is all that can really be made at this point.  The teacher can get an idea if students are able to identify the differences in narrative/imaginative writing vs. expository writing by listening to the students' mini-presentations about "The White Wolf".  With this information, the teacher can plan the next lesson.

	Extensions/Modifications:

Modifications:  weak readers should be partnered with strong readers who can help them.   Students who are strong readers, and who have read other pieces of Arthurian Literature, may be encouraged to share insights that they have gained from other retellings of the tale.




	Dept. Head Comments:



	Personal Reflections:




